Key Stage 4
www.horshamposters.com

Propaganda
Preparation: read background info on propaganda
Propaganda was used throughout the war for a variety of reasons – to recruit men, to persuade
people to put money into the war effort, to demonise the enemy and to encourage women to work
for the war effort.
Your Sources should show a selection of the types of propaganda used nationally and in war-time
Horsham.

Learning Objective
Gain an understanding of war-time propaganda
through biased sources.

Exercise 1: Investigate the Sources
In groups consider your sources. For each source write notes under the following headings:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Who is the intended audience?
What is the message of the poster?
What methods have they used to get their message across?
What kind of emotions have they tried to evoke? (e.g. disgust at the enemy, sense of duty,
guilt of not helping)
e. Who is the author of the source?

Exercise 2: Report your findings
In your group, uing examples from the sources write a short report on what methods of propaganda
were used in the war to support the war effort. Present your results to the class.

Practice Exam skills
Answer one of the questions below using your own knowledge:
Source 2: How useful is this source in finding out about War Savings in World War One?
Source 6: How useful is this source in finding out about how Germans acted during World War One?

WWI
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Poster: 2013.150.3 © Horsham District Council’s Horsham Museum & Art Gallery

Source 1
This poster was made in the US after they joined the war in
1917 and collected by a Horsham resident. Liberty Bonds were
the equivalent to UK War Bonds and War Savings. When you
invested in the bond your money went to the government to
fund the war – buying equipment, paying soldiers etc.

Poster: 1999.770 © Horsham District Council’s Horsham Museum & Art Gallery

Source 2
This poster was published by the Parliamentary War
Savings Committee and used in Horsham. War Savings

were intended to raise funds for the government to
spend on the War Effort.
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Poster: 1999.762 © Horsham District Council’s Horsham Museum & Art Gallery

Source 3
Recruitment Poster collected in Horsham. The poster
was created by the Parliamentary Recruiting
Committee in London.

Poster: 1999.751 © Horsham District Council’s Horsham Museum & Art Gallery

Source 4
This poster was issued by the Coal Mines Department of
the Board of Trade and used in Horsham. Coal was one
of the fuels restricted during the war in Horsham.
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Source 6
West Sussex County Times article September 12th 1914

German baseness and brutality

Poster: 1999.762 © Horsham District Council’s Horsham Museum & Art Gallery

Source 5
The poster was created by the Parliamentary
Recruiting Committee in London and used in
Horsham. The poster is encouraging recruits to join
the army as a group with their friends. This group
system led to ‘Pals regiments’ being created.

Maxims in an ambulance
A bombardier in the RFA., who is at the front, states in a letter home:
After the engagement, a German Red Cross wagon came by our infantry,
and, of course, we did not fire at it. But when it got to the head of the
battalion in the road, the Germans opened fire with Maxim guns, which
were in the ambulance!
Another soldier, a sergeant in the infantry, now in Sheffield, said:
I myself saw the Germans shooting two men and a child. It was at a village
on our line while we were marching away. It was very deliberate. These
unfortunate people were right away from the Germans, and they turned
their guns on them and deliberately fired at them. The Germans could not
have been aiming at any of our soldiers, for they were I an altogether
different direction.
Another account of German disregard of the rules of civilised warfare is
given in a letter from a lance-corporal of the Argyll and Sutherland
Highlands who was wounded at Mons and is now in hospital at Brighton.
He writes:
I was shot clean through the thigh as I was crawling on my hands and
knees to the base. Bullets whizzed around me, and shrapnel fell within a
few feet. I had my kilt pierced eight times and everybody who has seen
the holes say what a marvellous escape I had. I escaped without another
scratch, even though I had my gun shattered to pieces in my hand. The
Belgian hospital to which I and my wounded comrades were taken was
pitilessly shelled by the Germans, men being killed in their beds. The
Germans fired on the wounded at every opportunity. Their conduct was
brutal in the extreme. The one satisfaction which is ours however, is that
the German loss was terrible.
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Source 7

Political cartoon and rhyme about the impact of German troops on Belgium from the war time book ‘Nursery Rhymes for
Fighting Times’ by Elphinstone Thorpe illustrated by G. A. Stevens. © Horsham District Council’s Horsham Museum & Art Gallery
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Source 8
Advert in the West Sussex County Times, January 1917.
©West Sussex Library Service and Record Office

THE

EYES

OF

THE

NATION

are being gradually opened to the necessity of prosecuting the War
with the utmost vigor. Even more important is it that

THE EYES OF

THE INDIVIDUAL

should be opened to the importance of conserving the sight, not merely
in the interest of the individual, but also in the interests of the nation.
A nation of weak-sighted people is bound to go to the wall.
The strain of modern existence bears heavily on the sight. There is
not a man, woman or child in the land who is not in some way or other
feeling the strain, and the sight – the most delicate of all the faculties
– is in danger of being permanently injures if great care is not
exercised.
You must not neglect Nature’s warning that you sight needs seeing
to. When you commence to suffer from headache, when your eyes
smart and pain in bright light, it is time for you to pay me a visit and
have your eyes tested.
Call in and see me the next time you are in West Street, and if you
have any children, bring them also to have their sight tested.
My long practical experience is at your service – make use of me.

J. Wakefield,
The jeweller with the Best assortment,

12, West Street, Horsham

