
Friends of Horsham Museum

www.horshamposters.com
Friends of Horsham Museum

www.horshamposters.com

Posters: 
Technology and Design



Friends of Horsham Museum

www.horshamposters.com

How do we communicate today? 
(share or exchange information, news, or 
ideas)

The Horsham Albery Poster collection has 
posters from the 1700õs up to the mid-
1900s.

How do you think people communicated 
in those days?

Introduction
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Before posters people found out 
important information from church, town 
criers and word of mouth.

Saturday 
night dance!

Before Posters 
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In the 19 th century 
(the hundred years 
between1800 and 
1900) posters were 
made in their 
thousands. 

New technology

New technology like 
the Rotary Printing 
Press helped make 
them cheaper and 
made it easy to 
print lots of the 
copies. 

Rotary Printing Press. 
(Originally in the 4th edition ofMeyers 

Konversationslexikon(1885ς90))

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meyers_Konversations-Lexikon
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New technology also 
helped make posters more 
exciting to look at and 
their messages more 
persuasive. 

Posters went from black 
and white with lots of 
difficult writing to . . .

Black and White

1838 black and white poster 
Poster no.: 1998.1520 © IƻǊǎƘŀƳ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ IƻǊǎƘŀƳ aǳǎŜǳƳ ϧ !Ǌǘ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΩ



Friends of Horsham Museum

www.horshamposters.com

Colourful , bold, headlined with added images.

Lots Of Colour

1908 poster World War One poster World War Two poster

Poster no.: 1999.501,1999.502 and 1999.753 © IƻǊǎƘŀƳ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ IƻǊǎƘŀƳ aǳǎŜǳƳ ϧ !Ǌǘ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΩ
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In Britain and Europe new 
ideas for poster designs 
were created by artists.

They used new technology to 
make colourful bold designs.

New Design ideas

A poster by artist Jules 
Cheretin 1889
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Cover of 1904Opelcatalogue (detail),Art Nouveau style

New Design ideas

And there 
were new 
ideas like 
making 
patterns from 
natural forms 
ðleaves, 
flowers etc.

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Opel-Katalog_1904.jpg
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These new designs were exciting 
but a bit too adventurous for 
little towns like Horsham. 

However, sometimes you can see 
a detail on a Horsham poster 
that wasnõt there before.

Perhaps they got their idea from 
one of those famous artists? 

A bit too adventurous?

Floral borders (patterns from nature) 
were new to Horsham posters.

Poster no.: 1999.547 © Horsham District 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ IƻǊǎƘŀƳ aǳǎŜǳƳ ϧ !Ǌǘ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΩ
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Photographs

A new process was invented 
in the 1880õs that made it 
easy to print photographs 
onto posters. 

It was named after its 
inventor and called the 
ôIves processõ.  

Even Horsham was using it 
by 1904. 

Poster no.: 1998.1581 © IƻǊǎƘŀƳ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ IƻǊǎƘŀƳ aǳǎŜǳƳ ϧ !Ǌǘ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΩ
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The posters were used to tell people about: charity events . . .

What were posters used for?

Poster no.: 1998.1025, 1998.1020 and 1998.1038 © Horsham District Council Horsham Museum & Art Gallery


