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Worksheet 2 
Persuasion and Propaganda 

 

Background information for teachers 

Propaganda means presenting a point of view from only one side. It can be used to 

persuade people to think or act in a certain way. During the war the Government 

needed thousands of men to join the army and fight. To persuade young men it was a 

good idea to fight they used propaganda. They said it was an honour and their duty to 

join up. They made the army appear fun. 

At the time there were no TV’s, no radios and no internet access. So how did they 

persuade people?  They held public meetings, put stories in the newspapers and made 

lots of posters. 

There were posters made in Britain and all over the British colonies. To see some of 

the most famous posters take a look at: 

- www.iwm.org.uk/history/11-amazing-first-world-war-recruitment-posters  

- or check out the book, ‘First World War Posters’ by Rosalind Ormiston. 

Posters made to persuade young men to join the army are called ‘recruitment’ posters. 

On the Horsham Posters website we have over 30 examples of recruitment posters. 

They were used in Horsham and the surrounding villages.  

You can see the recruitment posters on www.horshamposters.com. To find them 

choose Subject ‘World War One’ in the Select Posters box and secondary subject 

‘Recruitment’. For more search hints check out the Top tips for Searching the Archive. 

The people who designed the posters emphasised their messages. They did this by 

using persuasive words and how they looked. For example: 

 They used persuasive words and phrases like ‘needed’ and ‘uphold the honour 

of Sussex’. 

 Important words were sometimes put in BOLD  

 Important phrases could be in different colours  

 Blocks of colour can be used to make the   text and message  stand out  

 An image could be used that suggests how good the experience will be or that 

joining up will make you proud. 

 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/11-amazing-first-world-war-recruitment-posters
http://www.horshamposters.com/
http://v5-5admin.visionict.com/Friends-Horsham-Museum/UserFiles/Files/Top%20tips%20-%20Explore%20the%20archive.pdf
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Present your Propaganda 
 

Make a PowerPoint presentation. Look at two Horsham Posters. Use the 

presentation to explain how the message is emphasised on the posters. 

 

Use the PowerPoint presentation template your teacher gives you. On the template 

there are four poster images on the second slide.  

 

Save your own copy of the template. On your copy: 

 Pick two posters from the second slide and copy and paste them onto the 

following slides.  

 Add the notes you need to describe the poster.  

- What is the message? 

- How is it emphasised? - bold type, colour, images? 

Check out the example below for ideas. 

 When you have completed your PowerPoint present your results to the class. 

 

 

 
The message is encouraging men to enlist (join the army) 

voluntarily before they are forced to.  

 

 

The exclamation mark emphasises who the message is for 

– Single men. 

 

 

The bold red colour makes the poster stand out. 

 

 

The phrase ‘Last Days’ is larger and repeated. This makes 

the message seem urgent. 

 

 

The block across the poster stands out and again 

emphasises the key fact that the message is urgent. 

Poster No.: 1998.1069 © Horsham District 
Council’s Horsham Museum and Art Gallery 


