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Worksheet: Printing Posters
1

Line up the Letters
A. Look at the letters below. Each row of letters can be moved
about to make a word. Become a typesetter and line up the
letters in the right order to make words.

Activity toolkit

Top tip: It helps to cut out the letters and lay them out on a table.
B. The metal letters were made facing the wrong way. When they

were printed onto a page they would then appear the right way.
Can you work out what the backward letters are? The first one is done for you.

A.

Clue: the first letter is P.

Clue: Where the Museum is.
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B.

P
2

Carry on Colouring

Have a go at making your own picture one colour at a time. Each bit of your
picture is shown on the following 3 pages. Follow the instructions to make the
picture.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Put your tracing paper over 2a.
Trace the corners and shapes.
Put your tracing paper over 2b.
Match up the corners. Trace the shapes
and colour them in blue.

5. Put your tracing paper over 2c.
6. Match up the corners. Trace the shapes
and colour them in red.

7. You should now see the whole picture.

Activity toolkit

2a

2b

2c
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3

Old and New

Because of the new ways of printing the old and new posters in the Albery collection
look very different.
-

Below are two posters from the beginning and just after the end of the
Victorian Age.
Write down two differences you can spot.

1838 Poster

1908 Poster

Poster no.: 1998.1520 and 1999.501 © Horsham District Council Horsham Museum & Art Gallery

Difference 1:

Difference 2:
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Printing Posters
Background
In the Victorian Age, Posters became very popular. They were an important way
to communicate. They were used to pass on messages about laws, events, house
sales, shop adverts, and politics.
When posters were first made they had no colours and were often expensive to
make so not many were. In the Victorian Age, inventions made posters easy to
make and much more colourful and more posters were made.
The Printing Press
Posters were printed on a printing press. Before the 15th century (1400-1500 AD) printing was
done using carved wooden blocks. Each time you wanted to print a new page you had to cut
it out of wood. If you made a mistake you had to do the whole page again!
In the 15th century a mechanical printer was invented. Each letter was made out of metal and
could be moved about. Now words were created by putting the letters in the right order.
These letters were then put down flat in the press and covered in ink. A sheet of paper was
laid on top of the letters. A man would then use the machine to press the paper onto the
letters, printing the words onto the paper. Once you had made your pint you could move the
letters about and make new words to print. This printing press was very important as it meant
lots of copies of useful books could be made.
In the Victorian Age the printing press became
even more powerful. Steam power was
introduced. This meant that the pressing was
powered completely by a machine not a man.
Paper was put onto rolls instead of single sheets
so each copy could be made quicker. In 1848 the
‘rotary printing press’ was created by an
American, Richard Hoe. This used both steam and
rolls of paper. His machine could now print
millions of copies a day.
Until 1886 however the ‘typesetting’ (arranging
the letters into words) was still done by hand.

Rotary Printing Press
(Originally in the 4th edition of Meyers
Konversationslexikon (1885–90))
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Colour Printing
The second invention that became important in this time is colour printing pictures. Colour
was not used very much before the Victorian Age. In that time they made new and better inks
for printing coloured text.
They also started to colour the paper. Paper used to be made from mushed up rags of material
but Victorians learnt how to make it out of wood pulp like we do today. They even began
colouring the paper in the same way we dye clothes!
For a long time pictures in books were usually made separately from the words and had to be
coloured by hand. It was not easy or cheap so most early posters did not have pictures on
them. But in 1796 Alois Senefelder came up with a new way to print a picture. This was called
lithography. The image was drawn on a flat stone or metal plate. Chemicals were used to
make the ink stick to the drawing and this was then printed onto paper. This way of printing
was then used to make colour pictures. Each coloured part of the picture was drawn
separately on a different stone or plate. For example, all the yellow bits would be drawn onto
the plate, yellow ink applied and printed. Then the plate with all the blue bits would have blue
ink put on it and would be printed over the same bit of paper. When all the colours were
printed the whole picture appeared.
The Victorians invented a machine to do this type of printing. The machine made it much
easier and cheaper so they started using it on Posters. It would still print one colour at a time.
The pattern for the
red part of the
picture

The pattern for the
blue part of the
picture

A paper card
showing the
finished print laid
on top of the
stone.

‘Lithostone for Anchor Manilla prints’
Showing the patterns for each stage of printing

