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PATRIOTIC MEETING AT HORSHAM 
GREAT GATHERING IN THE CARFAX 

 
ADDRESSES BY EARL WINTERTON AND THE HON HAROLD PEARSON 

 
POLITICAL PARTIES UNITE 

 
     In splendid weather on Monday night the meeting arranged jointly by Unionists and Liberals was 
attended in the Carfax by vast crowds of people.  In order that, if possible all should be able to hear 
the speakers a second platform was arranged at the back of the Carfax, and here, with Mr Charles 
Rowland, J.P. in the Chair, the chief speakers in turn arrived from the bandstand to give addresses.  
The Civil Guard under Sergt-Major H. C. Teague had previously been drilled in Horsham Park, and 
marched to the Carfax, to the strains of the Recreation Silver Band, which rendered selections whilst 
the arrangements for the meeting were in progress. 
     Mr Ernest Lehmann of Ifield Lodge (President of the Horsham and District Liberal Association) 
presided, and was supported by Earl Winterton, M.P. for the Division, the Hon Harold Pearson, M.P. 
and Mrs Pearson, the Rev E.D.L. Harvey, J.P., Mrs Harvey, Col. H. R. Brander, C.B., Mrs Lehmann, Col 
Morse, The Vicar of Horsham (Rev. J. Bond, M.A.) the Misses Lyon, Mr C. J. Lucas, J.P., D.L., Mr W. 
Thorburn, Miss Holland, &c. 
     The Chairman explained that he felt that something should be done to bring home to the men in 
the district around the growing necessity of the country for men, more men and yet more men.  He 
therefore wrote to Lord Winterton, suggesting he should hold a meeting so that they might hear 
from his lips what he thought of the situation, that he should be able to explain the necessity that 
had arisen for upholding the arms of the country against the enemy.   
   He believed that we were not at war merely because Austria had a quarrel with Servia, it was more 
than that.  Austria and Germany meant to dominate the world, and had prepared for this for many 
years – Servia was merely the pretext.  They issued an ultimatum to Servia, but Austria never meant 
that ultimatum to be accepted and war was the result.  The German Emperor was determined that 
the moment had come when he could crush France and Belgium and finally Great Britain, but he had 
been misled by his diplomats.   
      Earl Winterton said that the motto of that meeting was “no political parties, no classes, no sects, 
one empire, one nation”, and it was in that spirit that Mr. Lehmann, Mr. Pearson, Dr. Bostock, Mr 
Harvey and others on that platform had come forward.   
     He quoted from a manifesto issued by the Belgian Socialist Party to the people of Belgium and the 
world, and said that in Belgium, as in France, the entire democracy without reserve had rallied round 
the Government.  It alluded to Germany’s aggression and atrocities and urged that all should defend 
themselves as long as possible.  We should never be safe he said until we had thrashed Germany on 
land and until we had dictated peace in Berlin. 
     The Sussex Yeomanry had volunteered and they wanted men to fill up the places of those who 
were going.  Every Territorial Regiment was to have another Battalion or Regiment to take its place if 
it was sent abroad in the defence line, and recruits were also wanted to Lord Kitchener’s new army 
and his Lordship urged them to come forward. 
     Major Pearson said that he knew that the right spirit pervaded Horsham, that she had done her 
share in supplying men to those armies that were required and he was confident that she would 
continue to supply men.  We were going to see this through because our existence depended on it.  
We should have to make sacrifices and to pay in lives and everything for it but we were going to see 



it through and he had come down with their member to encourage them and urge them to do their 
share in carrying through the big task before them. 
     In a vigorous speech, Mr Bostock urged that each should do his share to put an end to tyranny.  It 
was not for Englishmen to stand idle and see other people fighting for great issues that concerned 
the well being of all.  They must realise the importance of each man that was physically fit and 
capable, volunteering to go and back up our leaders, to save our country and to prove that we were 
worthy of the name that had been handed down to our forefathers.  We were not simply fighting for 
Belgium, but for old England, and as had been pointed out before, if France were to get beaten by 
Germany, the next thing would be that they would pay their attention to us. 
     In an appeal for recruits, the Chairman pointed to the great response that was coming from all 
parts of the British Empire. For the first time in the history of the Indian Empire, we were going to 
have our Indian fellow subjects fighting side by side with our men on a European battlefield. It was 
necessary that the forces of manhood of Great Britain should go forward to the battlefield to beat, 
crush and destroy this hideous military tyranny that threatened to dominate all Europe.  He was sure 
we should win through in the end. 
     The Chairman proposed a hearty vote of thanks to the speakers and read a telegram announcing 
that the Queen had approved the formation of a Sub-Committee for the Horsham Urban District for 
the Women’s Fund. 
     In proposing a vote of thanks to the Chairman, Mr Charles Lucas, J.P. put in an appeal for more 
recruits.  He said his two boys enlisted last week, and he was proud to say that in the little village of 
Warnham they had 58 men serving their country.  
    The proposition was carried with cheers and the meeting closed with the National Anthem. 

 


