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HORSHAM URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 
NATIONAL REGISTRATION 

 
   The President of the Local Government Board (Mr Walter H. Long) forwarded the following:  “I 
have learned with great satisfaction of the extent to which the onerous duties imposed upon local 
authorities under this act (the National Registration Act) have been lightened by the cooperation of 
voluntary workers.  In many areas the assistance these rendered has not been limited to the work of 
enumeration but is being continued in respect of the arduous task of completing the register. I 
desire to offer the thanks of His Majesty’s Government to those who have so freely given time and 
trouble to this work and to express my appreciation of their willing efforts to assist in the carrying 
out at the least possible cost to the community of an undertaking which the Government regard as 
one of the utmost importance. I am convinced that these efforts will be everywhere regarded as 
evidence of the determination of the people to do their full share in this time of anxiety and trial.” 
     The Clerk said that the work, so far as the enumerators was concerned, was finished. They had 
delivered the certificates, and the only work he had to do for the present was to arrange the forms 
alphabetically. Of course it was a continuing thing so long as the war lasted, and batches of cards 
with changes of addresses continued to arrive.  He (Mr Mitchell) was waiting for a further 
memorandum of instruction as to how the transfer from one district to another should be dealt 
with.  Otherwise the register was complete. 
     The Chairman said he thought the Council would be disposed to confirm the letter of thanks for 
what had been done by Mr Mitchell and the assistance he had received from the town.  He (Mr 
Rowland) could only say, that at the first meeting of the enumerators, called together that Mr 
Mitchell might instruct them as to their duties, he felt quite certain the work would be done 
thoroughly.  It only needed a look round to see the volunteers who had responded to the appeal to 
warrant that, and he was pleased to say that it was not a number of people from one particular 
class.  They had representatives of practically all classes and the work had been done most 
satisfactorily.  He was afraid that in carrying out this Mr Mitchell, as in many other cases, was 
somewhat out of pocket, but he would not hear of remuneration.  The Chairman then formally 
moved that the thanks of the Council be given to Mr Mitchell and the many enumerators for their 
labours. 
     In seconding with pleasure Mr Theobald said that the Clerk and the whole staff were to be 
congratulated upon getting the work done smartly and in being quite up to date.  They should 
remember that the Clerk gave up his holiday to carry out this work. 
     The proposition was carried unanimously. 
     The Clerk said he would like to thank the Council for their expression of thanks.  It had been 
rather hard work, but of course they were expected to do their bit now as the saying was.  He 
explained that he was not out of pocket in regard to the matter, for he was obliged to pay somebody 
in the absence of his clerk. 
 


