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Sunday School Festival 

 

Monday last will long be remembered by all who take an interest in Sunday School (Non-Conformist) 

work in this town and the surrounding neighbourhood.  Filled with a desire to commemorate the 

hundredth anniversary of the commencement of Robert Raikes Sunday School Movement in 

Gloucester, all the non conformist bodies in and around Horsham appointed Tuesday as the day on 

which to testify a rejoicing of their hearts by a demonstration such as, to say the least, is seldom 

seen in connection with Sunday Schools.  Notwithstanding the rather “damping” effect which sundry 

showers of rain in the early part of the morning produced, the weather upon the whole was 

favourable. During the whole of the day it must have been apparent to the most casual observer 

that something out of the ordinary course of events was about to transpire.  Children arrayed in 

those much revered and somewhat mysterious garments called “Sunday Clothes” were to be seen 

hurrying through the streets at the same time guarding jealously a medal which adorned each of 

their breasts.  They all seemed to be in a particularly happy frame of mind, and conversed amongst 

themselves with considerable animation, some hazarding rather extravagant opinions as to the 

magnitude of some coming event, the advent of which it seemed formed the chief topic for 

discussion. 

 

As the afternoon drew on all could be seen making for one point – Albion Road.  In this 

neighbourhood at about two o’clock, the scene was most lively and interesting.  Bands of children in 

marching order, banners Etc. the whole being headed  by the Town Band, were here observable and 

in a short time music filled the air, and the procession, for such it was, started for Horsham Park, lent 

by Mr R H Hurst for the occasion.  The following Schools took part in the demonstration:  Wesleyan 

(London Road), Union School, Free Christian Church (Worthing Road), Primitive Methodist (Star 

Row), Independent (Barns Green) and the Mannings Heath Wesleyan School.  After marching 

through several streets, the procession, under the guidance of the various teachers, and followed by 

a large number of the parents of the children, reached he Park, where the youngsters devoted 

themselves in real earnest to the enjoyment of numerous amusements which imaginative brains and 

willing hands had provided for them.    

 

The programme of events was a long and varied one, having included in its items cricket matches, 

stool ball contests, races etc,.  Numerous competitors came forward to fight for each prize, and in 

nearly every instance the winner had to work hard  ‘ere victory crowned his efforts.  Four o’clock 

was the time, and when that hour arrived few were found absent.  The tents became crowded and 

when at last the excellent repast was placed before the youthful “demonstrators”, it disappeared 

with surprising rapidity.  This part of the programme was certainly fully carried out both on the part 

of the caterer and those catered for.  After the teachers and friends had regaled themselves with 

“the cup that cheers”, “play” was resumed.  It is an accepted fact that a good dinner materially 

improves an Englishman and places him on good terms with himself, and we think it may be said 

without incurring the danger of contradiction that an excellent tea has a similar effect on English 

boys and girls.  Certainly these children, after tea until the shades of evening commenced to close 

round, displayed an extraordinary amount of spirit and vigour.  Assiduously they fought for the much 



coveted prizes, filling the air with joyous shouts and sometimes rather noisy remonstrances.  With 

surprising punctuality, about eight o’clock, the last event of the day was decided, and in a short time 

afterwards, Mrs Hurst distributed the prizes to the eager victors, who crowded round her.  This 

done, votes of thanks became the order of the day, or rather night, Mr and Mrs Hurst, Mr C T Lucas 

and others who had substantially supported the movement were  enthusiastically thanked.  The Rev 

G O Frost, J Little, J Taylor and other ministers took active parts in the proceedings, and each offered 

a few remarks to the crowd after the distribution of prizes.  In the course of the speeches it was 

announced that not only were the expenses paid, but it was to be hoped there would be a small 

surplus.  After lusty cheers had been given for all the benefactors, the proceedings were closed by 

the singing of the doxology. 


