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Talk to Electors by Mr Fitzgerald 

 

This was held before the election on 11th July 1865 which Fitzgerald lost to Mr Robert 

H Hurst junior.  

 

Seymour Fitzgerald 1818-1885 was the illegitimate son of an Irish statesman William 

Versey Fitzgerald MP for Clare so was not eligible to inherit the title. He bought the 

Holbrook Estate from Mr Robert Hurst (former Horsham MP) who put his Estate up 

for sale in 1844 then went abroad without resigning his parliamentary seat to escape 

his debts. The Estate was sold with the suggestion that whoever bought it would 

become the parliamentary representative in Horsham. 

 

In the 1865 election Robert Henry Hurst Jnr. won by 5 votes, then after a dispute this 

was changed to 2 votes. This was unlike earlier elections as there was very little 

bribery of voters with no little treats or extravagances as both men were short of 

money. Mr. Hurst was paying off family debts and Mr. Fitzgerald was being hounded 

by creditors having spent a vast amount on previous elections. 

 

At this election he reappeared as candidate for the sixth consecutive time. In previous 

elections he had had no serious competition but now he was not so popular and had to 

canvass for votes.  

 

Mr. Fitzgerald was then made Governor of Bombay (Mumbai) and in 1867 was made 

a privy councilor and a Member of the Grand Cross of the Order of the Star of India 

and in 1868 he was knighted.  He was probably the most highly acknowledged MP 

Horsham has ever had. When he left England in February 1867 he was presented with 

an oil painting of himself by the people of Horsham, a picture of which can be seen on 

page 431 of A Parliamentary History of Horsham by William Albery. 
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