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TO THE INDEPENDENT ELECTORS OF THE BOROUGH OF STEYNING 
 
My dear Friends and Countrymen, 
 
PERMIT me to address a few words to yo upon your late Triumph in the recovery of your long-lost 
Freedom.  I trust they spring from the effusions of an honest and grateful heart.  Not to rejoice 
would be not to feel myself a Man  If there is an Individual in Steyning, whose heart is so callous as 
not to be warmed with that Triumph,.  I hope he is, and ever will remain, a stranger to me.  Freedom 
of Election, my Friends, is absolutely necessary, both to our political and moral existence; and if that 
freedom be not speedily restored throughout the whole Kingdom, we must soon All sink into one 
general mass of corruption; and our Posterity will have to curse our worse than timid lives and 
conduct.  Its Enemies, alas! Know not what Evil they are doing; or, surely, they would not be so 
ready, like hungry Esau, to sell their Birth-right for a Mess of Pottage; and, my Friends, it cannot be 
too much lamented, we have so many modern Esaus.  What would our Adversaries, if successful, 
have had to boast?  Is an abridged and partial Freedom; - a deprivation of just and equal Rights; - a 
Sacrifice at every Election, of all that, as Men and Britons, we hold most dear, the free exercise of 
our Franchises?  Are these, permit me to ask, without offence, the causes at which our enemies 
would rejoice? Is this the way they would serve their God and Country, in their generation?  Let 
them, in the moments of sober reflection, answer these questions to their own Hearts. 
 
But our B----s, our C----s, and G----s, it seems, say our Town is now ruined.  What!  A Town ruined by 
extended Trade – by widening prospects of reciprocal advantages - and an equal participation of 
Freedom among its Inhabitants – No, no, my Friends; this is not the language either of Truth or 
Reason; ‘tis the dying groans of that Monster, whose death would was given by the Noble Hero, who 
fought our Cause, and regained our Rights.   We have, therefore, great and good cause to rejoice 
indeed!  And not to rejoice and be grateful for the inestimable blessing, would be as contemptible in 
ourselves, as it would be unjust to our illustrious Leader.  May, therefore, the name of HOWARD 
ever be dear to our remembrance; and may we never forget, on all proper Occasions, to support 
that just spirit of Liberty so congenial to his Virtues, and our own Happiness.  Let not then the 
prudish Fair, with squeamish lisp, any longer ask, La!  “What has poor Sir john done/”  Rather let us 
all ask, What had the Inhabitants of Steyning done, to be denied the exercise of their indubitable 
Rights and Privileges?  And let us vow never to surrender them.  Let our spirited fair ones, “mark” 
the Day of our Glorious Victory, “on their Samplers, and wear it on their Knots and Fans.”  And let us 
all rejoice in the pleasing prospect of soon re-chusing our virtuous Patriot, and 
………………………………….. ; and of destroying, to our mutual prosperity and…………………………….snug 
Election among ourselves.” 
 
AN INHABITANT OF STEYNING. 
 
 
 
 


