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HORSHAM ELECTION 

________________ 

 

 “The English are proverbial admirers of pluck, and, when the circumstances are considered, 

we shall be deemed justified in claiming a tribute of admiration on this ground for Mr. HURST of 

Horsham.  Even at the time of the Liberal triumph in 1868, Horsham spoke with so equivocal a voice, 

that if strict heed had been paid thereto it would have had no vote at all in the Imperial counsels, 

each candidate polling exactly the same number.  The tie, however, was decided against the 

Conservative, and Mr. HURST had the pleasure and honour of representing the town during the 

lifetime of that Parliament, and proved himself a shrewd, active and useful Member.  Good deeds 

and faithful service, however, went for little in the reaction of 1874, and at the last election Mr. 

HURST was ousted by a very large majority in favour of the titled new-comer, Sir S. Fitzgerald, who 

had some local interest.  Unable to serve the Borough in Parliament, Mr. HURST has not forgotten to 

do so in his private capacity, and has taken a practical and prominent part in the various local 

questions that have from time to time arisen. And he has done so in a manner that evinces a warm 

personal interest in the town – which is very different from the mere “nursing” of a constituency for 

electioneering purposes.  But whatever may be his local qualifications of this sort, which are all very 

well in their place, it is not on the strength of these alone that we should endorse any man’s 

candidature for so important a position as that of a member of the Imperial Legislature.  As Mr. 

HURST has of late had little opportunity of expressing his opinions on the questions of the day, and 

in his address defers doing so till he can meet the electors personally; we await his speech with 

some interest.  We know him to be a sound, practical, and enlightened Liberal, and possessed of 

abilities certainly far above Parliamentary average – a fact of which his position as Recorder of 

Hastings is sufficient proof.  We do not doubt, therefore, that he will be able to show he has made 

good use of his retirement, and if allowed to re-enter the sphere of active politics, will prove a 

worthy and serviceable, not merely a respectable and ornamental, representative of a rising 

constituency.  In the present stagnation of politics, domestic at any rate, the Liberal electors of 

Horsham have a glorious opportunity before them, and we hope will prove themselves worthy of it.  

So gallant an appeal, all things considered, deserves its reward, and should kindle the dormant 

energies of every one who has a spark of zeal for the cause of progress.”   
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