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12/13 July 1911 25th Annual Agricultural Show 

 

Brilliantly fine weather, distinctly on the “heat wave” side, favoured the twenty-fifth annual show 

held by the Sussex County Agricultural Society at Horsham on Wednesday and Thursday.  For weeks 

past the meadows beyond the Cricketfield, adjoining the Brighton railway line, had been in course of 

preparation, and the result was eminently satisfactory, the site proving convenient as well as 

picturesque.  This year there was an educational section, and also a nurserymen’s horticultural show.  

A charge made for admission to the latter was wisely dropped on the second day.  The president for 

this year is Lord Leconfield, who attended the exhibition.  Unfortunately Earl Winterton, MP, the 

patron, is still far from well, and much to his regret was unable to be present.  His lordship has been at 

Sandwich for the past month, under the doctors’ orders, and will probably have to remain there 

another fortnight. 

 

No doubt the great success attending the show at Horsham six years ago in a measure eased the 

preliminaries on this occasion.  In 1905 a guarantee fund of £400 was raised.  This time the 

subscriptions reached nearly £500, there being a capital response to the appeal.  Lord Leconfield was 

elected President and Earl Winterton, MP patron. 

 

On the first day the number of visitors recorded as passing the turnstiles was 3,591 124 less than on 

July 19th 1905.   The total for the two days in 1905 was 9,471 and it is unlikely that that record was 

beaten. 

 

A strong appeal was made to the inhabitants of the town to decorate their houses or shops and the 

Show Committee offered prizes of £5 and £2.  There was, however, little or no competition, although 

the streets were rendered gay with flags.  The Town Hall still with a portion of the Coronation 

decorations, was illuminated on both evenings, and admired by folk who turned out to listen to the 

Bands, the Town Band playing on Wednesday and the Recreation Silver Band on Thursday.  Close by 

Messrs Tanner and Chart had a capital show of flags and shields, in West Street Messrs A Agate and 

sons had a display of fairy lights but the prettiest decorations for the show were at Mr G Apedaile’s 

establishment with gold and white trellis over the entrance.   

 

The entries  were as follows:  Shire horses, 64, hunters 105, Shetlands 8, Childs’ ponies 5, harness 

horses (not reckoning the tradesmen’s class) 29, polo ponies 6, milking trials 24, dairy cattle 26, 

Sussex cattle 62, Jersey 134, Guernsey 6, Southdown sheep 129, Berkshire pigs 14, large blacks 16, 

goats 56, butter 30. The poultry section of the show was not so well filled as usual owing to the date 

clashing with the Northern Exhibition.  There were also Implements, Agricultural, seeds etc. and 

Trade Exhibits from A Agate, H and E Lintott and Prewetts Mill)  and a Horticultural Section with 

outside garden exhibits from Cheal and Son, and Riley Scott and marquee exhibitors included A Jupp 

(Brighton Road Nurseries) and Riley Scott. 

 

The educational exhibition  consisted of three tents, one for science, art and needlework, one for 

cookery and demonstrations, and one for gardening.  Horsham and district teachers worked 

enthusiastically and with eminently satisfactory results.  The Sub Committee consisted of the 

Secretary of the Education Committee, Mr Lionel Thompson, and the head teachers of Horsham and 

district:  Messrs J Bolwell, Watson, H T Swann, W H Corbett, Misses Pigrome, Billing, Way, 

Lawrence, Marsh, Gardener, Bentley and Mrs Potter and Mrs Comber.  



 

On the second day the programme of music was rendered by the Band of HM 4th(Royal Irish) 

Dragoon Guards. 

 


