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THE CHURCH…………………………………. 

 

CHURCHMEN, BROTHER RATEPAYERS, AND NEIGHBOURS 

 

We, the Dissenters of this Parish, again appeal to your Love of…………………………  

Fair-play.  We ask you to help us, in the endeavour to remove from our shoulders this galling 

Badge of Inequality, which is the last remaining mark of the Intolerance which once 

disgraced our country. 

 

Often have we heard you say, “I wish the Law was altered; I do not wish Dissenters to be 

compelled to pay for my Church.”  We call upon you to give proof of your sincerity.  You 

have now the opportunity of Repealing this Law, as far as it concerns this Parish, and thus 

give immediate effect to your kind wishes, as regards us, your own neighbours and friends.  

This will also be the most effectual way to promote the settlement of this most vexatious 

question for the whole country.  Dissenters, aided by Churchmen, have for 25 years heaped 

upon the tables of the Houses of Parliament, Petitions praying for this boon, without effect.  

The reply of Lord Palmerston to Sir J. Trelawney, a few days since, must convince you that 

the Queen’s Ministers will not do anything for us, unless you and others, by taking upon 

yourselves the support of your own Church, as the Law allows you to do, thus convince the 

Parliament that you desire the Repeal of these Laws, under which we can be compelled to 

pay the expenses incidental to a worship in which we cannot join. 

 

Do not suffer yourselves to be blinded to the justice of our cause, by your love of quiet.  You 

will be told that we “disturb the peace of the Parish,” by raising this opposition.  Reflect for 

one moment, and say if you can ask us to do otherwise.  Remember that we are Englishmen 

like yourselves, therefore, we hate oppression; we are loyal subjects of the same Queen, we 

pay our taxes as cheerfully, and perform our various duties to the State as willingly; as your 

neighbours we hourly exchange friendly greetings to you, and this Church Rate is the only 

occasion of ill-feeling between us; with confidence we appeal to you to help us to remove it. 

 

ENGLISHMEN LOVE PRECEDENT.  There is abundant precedent for what we ask; in 

1130 parishes in England and Wales, containing a Population of 6,126,151, no compulsory 

rates are levied; with the best results of good will among all parties. 

 

On occasion of the previous contest, you were told that, although we have withdrawn 

ourselves from the use of our Parish Church, we still have a right in it, of which we cannot 

divest ourselves.  This is true, and we say, that having relinquished to you the free use of our 

church, the least we can ask of you in return is, that you take upon yourselves the repair of 

the building and the expenses incidental to your worship. 

 

A plain question is before you – “RATE OR NO RATE?”  At the Vestry you were called 

together to provide the necessary funds to defray the expenses of the year; you have the 

option of raising this by a rate, or in some other manner.  The Meeting on Saturday last, 

decided that there shall be NO RATE; we call upon you to confirm the decision of the Vestry 

by voting Against the Rate at the Poll on Monday or Tuesday. 

 

We remain, your Neighbours and Friends, 

A COMMITTEE OF DISSENTERS. 

 

S. PRICE, PRINTER, HORSHAM 


