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Horsham Rural District Council. 
Government Evacuation Scheme. 

POINTS FOR HOUSEHOLDERS. 
 
UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN. 
 
Billeting Payments. 
Payments would be made at the rate of 10s. 6d. a week where one child is taken, and 8s. 6d. a week 
for each child where more than one child is taken.  The Billeting Officer would leave with you a form 
enabling you to claim these payments at the local Post Office.  The form would have to be presented 
at the Post Office when the payment was claimed.  Payment would be made weekly in advance, and 
the first payment would be made as soon as you presented the form to the Post Office. 
 
What the Payments would cover. 
These payments would be intended to cover full board, lodging and all care necessary to give the 
child a home.  The payments would not be intended to cover the cost of clothes or medical 
expenses, which you would be under no obligation to meet. 
 
What to do with the Children. 
Arrangements would be made to continue the education of these children under the teachers who 
came with them.  It might take a little time before the new arrangements were in working order.  It 
is also hoped that it would soon be possible to organise games and play centres for the children out 
of school hours, so that they might be kept occupied away from home as much as possible. This 
would largely depend on local voluntary effort. 
 
Communal Meals. 
It is hoped that in most districts it would be possible to arrange for the children to have their mid-
day meal at or near the school.  A small sym would be charged to householders who wished the 
children whom they had received to have this meal. 
 
Clothes. 
The children would bring hand luggage, and their parents would be asked to send them with their 
gas masks, a change of underclothing, night clothes, house shoes or plimsolls, spare stockings or 
socks, a tooth-brush, comb, towel and handkerchiefs, and a warm coat or mackintosh.  Some 
parents would no doubt be unable to supply their children with all these articles, but you would be 
under no obligation to supply extra clothes or equipment.  The teachers who came with the children 
would be able to tell you whether the parents were likely to be able to send further clothes or 
money to buy them. 
 
What to do if the child becomes ill. 
The local doctor or the district nurse should be called in in the ordinary way if the child’s state 
seemed to require it.  The local authority will arrange for payment. 
 
PERSONS OTHER THAN UNACCOMPANIED CHILDREN. 
 
Who these people are. 
Persons other than unaccompanied children whom you might be asked to receive would normally be 
children of pre-school age, accompanied by their mothers or other adults, who would be entirely 



responsible for looking after them.  You would be under no obligation to look after children 
accompanied by their mothers, &c. 
 
Billeting Payments. 
Payment would be made at the rates of 5s. a week for each adult and 3s. a week for each child.  The 
Billeting Officer would leave with you a form enabling you to claim this payment at the Post Office.  
The form would have to be presented whenever payment was claimed.  Payment would be made 
weekly in advance, and the first payment would be made as soon as you presented the form to the 
Post Office. 
 
What the Payment would cover. 
These payments would cover shelter and access to water and sanitary accommodation.  You would 
be under no obligation to give any other services, but the Government feel sure that you would wish 
to do all you could to help the children and their mothers forced suddenly to leave their homes and 
families and finding themselves in strange surroundings,.  It would be particularly appreciated if you 
could make cooking facilities available. 
 
Identity Papers. 
The mothers and other adults who came with the younger children would have Identity Papers 
which would enable them, if they had no means of their own, to claim a payment from the Ministry 
of Labour’s Office.  They would therefore be in a position to provide themselves with food and other 
necessaries. 
 
Difficulties. 
If you should find yourself in any really serious difficulty you would be able to report the 
circumstances to the Clerk to the local Council. 
 
GENERAL. 
 
Emergency Food Rations. 
Arrangements are being made for the supply to persons evacuated of emergency rations. Plans are 
also being made for augmenting as soon as possible the retail supplies in shops in receiving areas 
sufficiently to meet the needs of the increased population.  It is hoped that the issue of emergency 
rations would ease the demand on local shops at the outset. 
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