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LONDON AND HORSHAM  

RAILWAY 

 

“To the Honorable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament 

assembled.   

The Humble Petition of the Inhabitants of the town of Horsham, in the County of Sussex, and its 

Vicinity, unanimously agreed to at a Public Meeting, held at the Town Hall on the 17th Day of 

November 1838.”     

Your Petitioners are informed that a Bill is about to be presented to your Honourable House for 

making a Railway from the London and Brighton Railway to Horsham, to be called the London and 

Horsham Railway, which will afford to the People of that place and its Neighbourhood the advantage 

of a Railway Communication with London. 

Horsham is a Town of considerable importance in West Sussex; it has a large Market for Corn, Cattle, 

and Poultry; a greater number of Fairs are held in it than in any other Town in the County, and its 

population is rapidly increasing. 

Although the Market Is Large, yet, inasmuch as Horsham is entirely dependent upon Land Carriage 

to London, it cannot compete with other Places; at Guildford, for instance, the Price of Wheat is 

higher than at Horsham by from 20s to 30s. a load in consequence of the former Town possessing 

the advantage of Water Carriage to the Metropolis, and the Growers of Wheat in the 

Neighbourhood of Horsham, notwithstanding they produce it of excellent quality, are compelled to 

submit to this Disparity in Price, and they sell to Dealers who are induced by the quality of the grain 

to send it to London, at very great expense. 

If on the other hand, Horsham possessed the Advantage of a Railway Communication with London, 

the Market for Corn, and also for Cattle, and Poultry, would be very much improved; at the present 

moment, notwithstanding the difficulties under which it labours, much Cattle Is Driven and Sent In 

Vans to London, at Great cost, and if the Railway in question be made, the quantity of Corn, Cattle, 

and Poultry, that would be sent from Horsham to London would be Greatly Increased. 

Your Petitioners, therefore being satisfied that a Railway Communication from Horsham to London 

would be productive of infinite Benefit to the Trade and Agriculture of Horsham and the surrounding 

Country, humbly pray your Honorable House to Pass the Bill for the London and Horsham Railway. 

Petitions of which the above is a copy now  lie for  signature at the following places:  The Kings Head, 

Richmond Hotel, Black Horse and Swan Inns, Horsham,  Sussex Oak, Warnham; Queens Head, Bucks 

Green;  King’s Arms, Billingshurst;  King’s Head, Slinfold; Red Lion, Cowfold;  Black Horse, Nuthurst; 

Burrell Arms, West Grinstead and the Selsey Arms, Coolham Green. 

  

Printed by Charles Hunt, West Street, Horsham 
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West Sussex County Times, Advertised 4 Sept 1920  

 
GARDEN PARTY AT HORSHAM  
YOUNG HELPERS LEAGUE  
 
In delightful Summer weather on Thursday, a successful garden party and sale of work was held 
at Horsham Park (by kind permission of Mrs Hurst). The object was the Young Helpers League, 
founded 28 years ago in connection with Dr Barnardo’s Homes.  

In opening the proceedings on the higher portion of the lawn, The Rev. Woodham Denham 
(Vicar of Southwater), said he felt that Dr Barnardo was indeed a national hero: he had gone, 
but he considered that he was one of their great empire builders.  

When one had seen the effect of the work of such a great institution as his hones, they were 
indeed thrilled with the power and glory of the great empire to which they all belonged.  

He (the Chairman) did not want to sound jingoistic, but he was a tremendous Imperialist and did 
feel the importance of this work. The keynote of Dr Barnardo’s life was a large, loving heart and 
a steadfast purpose, and he followed Christ’s words as to little children. It was a national work 
that we should all share in. We were today the most bountifully blessed people in the world.  

With the character of Dr Barnardo before them they could not but feel that it was good to be a 
Britisher.  

He wished the Young Helpers League every blessing.  

Miss Pilkington, Warden for the District, said the work done during the past year for and by the 
Young Helpers’ League had been absolutely splendid. The cause of the children appealed with 
tremendous force in these days.  

The ordinary work of the League now was by no means small, but, with the great need of 
development against the growth of consumption, the helpers promised to raise, as an extra, 
£15,000 for a sanitorium. They had already upwards of £18,000 for it, with another £15,000 for 
a proper, fully equipped and up-to-date training home for cripples on the newest and most 
approved methods, where they would have the benefit of thoroughly skilled teaching, and be 
able to do many more things than they had done up to the present.  

The scheme was going ahead splendidly. 1918 was a record year for the Young Leaguers, but in 
1919 they not only beat it but had the biggest jump of any in their income in one year.  

But there was the other side of the question. Expenses had more than doubled. They were 
terribly overcrowded during the war and were not allowed to build. Now they must build fresh 
houses to accommodate their ever-growing family. A house that cost £2,000 – a generous 
estimate – before the war, now cost £4,000 to build, and some of them, just a little larger, or 
differently equipped, cost more than that.  

There were now 7,500 children in the homes; and there had been a bigger increase this year 
than in any year since 1914.  

In the larger cities there was much unemployment, and it appeared likely to increase. There was 
thus a great need for all the help possible for so good a cause.  



Mr H R Hardwick gave the result of a book-guessing competition which he had arranged. The 
winner was a Miss Ruby Stacey, with only three errors; Miss C Stott, was second with 6 errors, 
and Miss Hodgson third with seven, The copies sold at 6d each cleared £1.15s.0d and answers 
3s.6d. As the prizes were given, the proceeds of the competition amounted to £1.18.6d 
(applause).  

The Chairman proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mrs Hurst, the President, for kindly lending 
the park : to Miss Stanford the Hon Secretary : Mr Hardwick, the helpers and stallholders – Miss 
Pilkington seconded, and the proposition was carried unanimously. It was announced that the 
boxes in 1920 realised £9.11s.0d.  

Good business was then transacted at the stalls, which were attractively arranged in the shade.  

The stallholders etc., were as follows:-  

Brush stall – Mrs W H Maynard  

Fancy goods – Miss Stanford  

Cakes and sweets – Mrs Jones and Misses Stott  

Article in paper Saturday 11 Sept 1920  

SALE OF WORK :- In aid of Dr Barnardo’s Home, and under the auspices of The Young Helper’s 
League, a meeting and sale of work will be held at Horsham Park (by kind permission of Mrs 
Hurst) next Thursday, September 9th , commencing at 3 pm.  

The Chair will be taken by The Rev Woodhams Denham (Vicar of Southwater) and Mrs 
Pilkington, Warden of the District, will give an address on “The Work of the Homes”.  

Admission free. If wet, meeting and sale will be held in the Town Hall.  

 (Of particular note here was his founding of the Young Helpers' League in 1891 - in which more 
fortunate children were encouraged to give (its membership had grown to over 34,000 when 
Barnardo died).  

Silver brooches (badges) were given out to the helpers.)  

The Headquarters of the Young Helpers League was at 18-26 Stepney Causeway, London E and they 

produced a monthly magazine. 


