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HORSHAM ELECTION 

 

Now’s the time for Electioneering,- 

Every one his course is steering; 

Some are Whigs and some are Tories,- 

Some are telling different stories;- 

Some are Blue, and some are Red, 

And some by influence are led: 

While the Cock will have a picking, 

There are some crumbs for the Hen and Chicken. 

  Sing hey, sing ho, and all of you,- 

  Hurrah for JERVIS and True Blue. 

Some don’t know what in the world to be at, 

Wearing two faces under one hat; 

While others don’t know which way to be, 

Because their Interest they can’t see; 

But let me tell you one and all, 

And you must attend to duty’s call. 

If you mean your Country’s Service, 

Every man must vote for JERVIS. 

  Sing hey, sing ho, and all of you,- 

  Hurrah for JERVIS and True Blue. 

 

For he is a good man and true – 

His Banner’s up, - it is True Blue! 

He means the Welfare of the Nation 

Without any Prevarication: 

His motto’s “TRUTH” – no compromise, 

He’ll win th’ Election without Lies; 

And every man with sense or wits 

Must choose him in the room of FITZ -.. 

  Sing hey, sing ho, and all of you,- 

  Hurrah for JERVIS and True Blue. 

 

Now I have heard from CAPTAIN THOMAS,- 

Southwater is the ‘Land of Promise;’ 

Although in every flock you keep, 

There always is some shabby sheep: 

At the OLD HOUSE I know there’s one, 

For there Corruption has begun; 

And I will tell him to his face – 

THE SECRET’S OUT, - to his disgrace. 

  Sing hey, sing ho, and all of you,- 

  Hurrah for JERVIS and True Blue. 

 

Let not your noble courage fail, 

But drink around your Jug of Ale- 

To JERVIS and his righteous cause – 

Our Independence, Queen, and Laws; 

Preserve your Freedom while you may,- 

Posterity will hail the day! 



 

And every man live long to see 

JOHN JERVIS and the BOROUGH FREE. 

  Sing hey, sing ho, and all of you,- 

  Hurrah for JERVIS and True Blue. 

 

Clarke, Printer. 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Further Research 
 
Poem in support of Jervis  

This was for the election of 1847 and the poem was in favour of Mr Jervis. Captain Thomas was the 
agent for Jervis.  

Mr Jervis was elected liberal MP for Horsham in 1847 but because of the scandal of bribery and 
corruption did not stand again when another election was called in 1848. In fact the 1847 election 
was seen at the time as Horsham’s most corrupt election and Henry Burstow named it ‘One of the 
most notoriously drunken and corrupt elections in the United Kingdom.’  

Mr John Jervis (liberal candidate) was the son of John Jervis 12/1/1802-1/11/1856 a liberal politician, 
lawyer, law reformer, judge and Attorney General in the administration of Lord John Russell. He was 
the son of Thomas Jervis liberal member for Chester 1832-1850.  

It is not known if Mr Jervis ever lived in Horsham. He was, however, related to Mr George 
Broadwood and his son Colonel R G Broadwood of Holmbush. Despite concerns he was too young he 
was still accepted and fought the election against Mr Fitzgerald and won. The election was so 
corrupt on both sides, however, it was disallowed and a new election was held the following year for 
which Mr Jervis did not stand.  

His opponent, Conservative, Seymour Fitzgerald 1818-1885, was the illegitimate son of an Irish 
statesman William Versey Fitzgerald MP for Clare so was not eligible to inherit the title. He bought 
the Holbrook Estate from Mr Robert Hurst (former Horsham MP) who put his Estate up for sale in 
1844 then went abroad without resigning his parliamentary seat to escape his debts. The Estate was 
sold with the suggestion that whoever bought it would become the parliamentary representative in 
Horsham. When he bought the Holbrook Estate, therefore, he did not think he would be challenged 
in the election. In the past the Horsham was a ‘pocket borough’, in the ‘pocket’ of the most 
influential person in Horsham, such as the Dukes of Norfolk or the Irwins, who chose the candidates. 
The Reform Act of 1832 and the loss of Horsham’s Borough status, however, had brought this to an 
end and Fitzgerald was challenged for the seat by Jervis.  
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