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A HANDBILL 

Having been circulated, headed 
“Falsehood Contradicted,” 

 
In which a Declaration of mine has been made the ground whereon 

A “Certain person” 
Is accused of shameful falsehood: 

 
I think it but an act of Justice to that CERTAIN PERSON, whoever he may be, and to myself, to state 
what passed between Messrs. Honywood and myself relative to the late Election, that it may be 
seen in what sense my Declaration was made. 
 
On the 24th of December last, I casually met Messrs. Thomas and John Honywood near the British 

School, when Mr. John Honywood addressed me, saying you surely will Vote against us, will you?  I 

replied I had no desire to Vote at all if I could avoid it – He then said I ought in gratitude not to Vote 

against the Dissenters as they had been my best friends, and were mainly instrumental in getting me 

my present situation when opposed by Parsons as rival Candidates – and if I would not Vote at all 

they would esteem it a great favour.  I replied that when elected to fill the situation I then held, I did 

not sell my conscience to either party, and should therefore Vote as it dictated.  He then said the 

Dissenters had the power to choose both the Schoolwardens and render my situation unpleasant, to 

which I replied that \I cared nothing who were Wardens, and so long as I did my duty I considered 

myself impregnable.  I then asked whether they would resort to such means, to which they 

answered no, we would not do such a thing, but you know we could, as we can always have a 

majority on our side.  I then said if I Voted against Mr. Hurst I should not do so against him 

personally, neither ought they nor the Dissenters generally to consider me ungrateful in Voting the 

way I believed to be right – We then parted. 

On the 16th Instant, Mr. John Honywood called on me and asked if I had caused the Libel on him and 
his Brother to be printed: I told him that it certainly was printed without my knowledge or consent, 
and that I was vexed it had been so – he then requested me to say it was false, but I told him I could 
not do that, he must put the falsehoods to it himself – he then said, I could not say it was a true 
statement of what passed, for they said nothing about depriving me of my situation – I then 
observed that I told everyone who asked me about it that the printed Statement was not quite 
correct, and by saying so I meant that the words printed in the handbill were not the words used to 
me, and so far not a correct Statement of what transpired – he then said “Well, will you say so on 
“the back of the bill, and that will free you from all responsibility, for we mean to trace it out, and 
Mr. “Padwick wished to send you a letter but I thought it would be better to see you first.”  - After 
some hesitation I wrote what it seems has been so industriously circulated as a flat contradiction to 
the original Statement, which I never meant it to be. 
 
William Pirie. 
 
Horsham, January 21st, 1835. 
Hunt, Printer, Horsham 
 
 
 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Further Research 
 
Address from William Pirie against an accusation against himself, 1835.  

This was published by Mr Pirie who was obviously worried about reports that he felt were ruining his 
good name. No evidence of libel against the brothers Thomas and John Honeywood has been found 
so far.  

William Pirie was a Scot who came to Horsham in 1822 aged 20 to become headmaster at Collyers 
School. He had previously been a teacher for 6 months at Mr Dunn's Friars Walk Academy in Lewes. 
The education at Collyers was of a very basic, elementary nature, with the children leaving aged 14. 
Henry Burstow went to school there and left to become a cobbler - most children went into similar 
occupations.  

Pirie was headmaster until 1868. There were 60 pupils at this time. He was also a property developer 
and built 15 cottages off the Carfax. Pirie’s Place bears his name, and the sculpture is in 
remembrance of him.  

Thomas Honeywood was a carpenter who had bought a burgage (allowing him to vote in elections) 
from Robert Hurst and one of his supporters. He was a local archaeologist and antiquarian and 
founder of Horsham Fire Brigade.  
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