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Concert:  Thursday 12th March 1908 

West Sussex County Times Report: 14th March 1908 

 

HORSHAM RECREATION SILVER BAND 

THE ANNUAL CONCERT 

 

The fifth annual evening concert given by the Horsham Recreation Silver Band on Thursday evening 

was a thorough success.  The King’s Head Assembly Rooms were crowded, a number of people 

having to stand, and others being refused admission.  The platform was charmingly decorated with 

flags and plants, and special lighting arrangements of a satisfactory character had been made by the 

Horsham Gas Company.  With the prominence lately to folk lore, the Band made an innovation that 

greatly pleased the audience.  This was none other than the first appearance in public of Mr Henry 

Burstow, “Horsham’s grand old songster and bell-ringer” who is 82 years of age and has a marvellous 

repertoire of folk songs.  His quaint contributions were enthusiastically encored and provided no little 

enjoyment.  For a man of his advanced age his voice is strong and his vocal powers remarkable.  The 

selections by the Band, under the capable conductorship of Mr H Bampton (Bandmaster Christ’s 

Hospital, late Devonshire Regt) were very creditably rendered.  As encore to “The Jolly Blacksmiths” 

a novel and pleasing composition by Sackley, the Band played “Punchinello” (Rimmer) which is 

being practised for the marching competition at Dorking.  Mr E Fairfield, solo saxopohone, late of 

HM 1st Life Guards Band, now of the Queen’s Hall Symphony Orchestra, gave three skilfully played 

selections on the saxophone.  He was down for a clarinet solo, but announced that he had had an 

accident to that instrument and substituted “Big Ben” on the saxophone.  Miss Lily Shalders (soprano) 

and Mr W A Lauder (baritone) secured encores at each appearance, and greatly delighted the audience 

when, in response to a recall for the duet “Maying”, they sang “No Sir”, a very old favourite.  The 

comic element was capitally sustained by Mr Arthur Collins, of Brighton, who was double encored at 

each appearance. 

 

The full programme was as follows:  Overture, “The Magic Flute” (Mozart), The Band; song “The 

Corporal’s Ditty” (Squire), (encore), “Yeoman’s Wedding”), Mr W A Lauder;  folk song, “The 

gallant poachers”, (encore “Bonaparte’s Retreat from Moscow” learnt from his father when Mr 

Burstow was six years of age)), Mr Henry Burstow; cornet duet, “The Little Finches”, (Kling), 

encored, Messrs W Albery and E Miles;  song, “Sunshine and Butterflies”, (Banning),  (encore, 

“Banks of Allen Water”, Miss Lily Shalders; saxophone solo, “Berceuse de Jocelyn” (Goddard), Mr E 

Fairfield;  grand selection, “Reminiscences of all Nations” (F Godfrey), The Band;  humourous song 

“Singers and Songs” (Harris), (encore “Will you kindly pass me the salt?” double encore “Burglars”, 

Mr Arthur Collins;  saxophone solo, “Big Ben”, Mr E Fairfield;  duet, “Maying” (Smith), (encore, 

“No Sir”), Miss Lily Shalders and Mr W  A Lauder;  Dervish Chorus “In the Soudan” (Sebek) The 

Band;  folk song, “In Bristol Town” (encore “The Oak Table” Mr Henry Burstow;  song “Life’s 

Consolation” (Barnard) (encore “Curly Headed Coon”, Miss Lily Shalders;  saxophone solo  “The 

Exile’s Lament” (Rock Albert), Mr E Fairfield;  song “Blow Blow Thou Winter Wind” (Sergeant), 

(encore “A Soldier’s Song”, Mr W A Lauder;  humourous song “Queer Questions” (Dunlop), (encore 

“The Poultice”, double encore “A Simple Recitation”, Mr A Collins;  vocal polka “The Jolly 

Blacksmiths” (Sackley) (encore march “Punchinello”) The Band;  “God Save the King”.  Plants were 

kindly lent by Mr J Robinson of East Street and flags by Mr G Dendy. 

 


