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West Sussex County Times  18th February 1922 

CLB Whist Drive and Dance 

In aid of the C.L.B. Cadets khaki fund, an exceedingly successful whist drive and dance were 

held at the New Hall on Tuesday night.  No fewer than 400 tickets had been sold and the fund 

benefited to the extent of at least £30 so that the Rev. Godfrey Wells (Cadet Captain) will be 

able at once to put the rest of the cadets into uniform.  The Committee entrusted with the 

arrangements included Messrs A. Peirce, D. Streeter, H. C. Attwater, H. T. Knott, H. W. 

Bowen, W. White, B. H Trelfer, R. W. Rapson, A. E. Craven, F. Holmes, and Lieut. A. 

Young.  For the whist, which commenced at about 7.30 there were 36 tables.  Capt and 

Adjutant Middleton, M.C., 4th Royal Sussex Regiment was M.C., and the company included 

Lady Burrell (Knepp Castle), Lieut. Col. The Rev. A. H. Boyd, O.B.E., M.C., Rev. Douglas 

Harvey O.B.E., J.P., Revs. Godfrey Wells and L. N. Phillips &c.  With a five minute interval 

the “drive” ended at 9.30 pm. 

The prizes were distributed by Lady Burrell as follows:  Highest individual score:  Mrs 

Mitchell (184), who cut with Miss Read, 184, this lady taking ladies first prize.  2nd  Miss 

McCartey, 182.  Highest first half Miss Colllier, 96, highest second half:  Mrs Bowen 98 

(after cutting with Miss Feist, 98).  Ladies hidden No. 145. Mrs G. Matthews (after cutting 

with Miss Golds, Miss Bailery and Miss Garman).  Consolation, Miss Rowland, 130. 

Gentlemen:  1st Mr R Rowland, 183;  2nd Mr Eric Rycroft (after cutting with Mr Rushby), 

176; highest first half Mr F. Cook, 91; Highest second half, Mr W. S. Mitchell;  hidden no. 

153.  Rev. Douglas Harvey (after cutting with Miss Goodwin – playing as gentleman, Messrs 

Smithers, R. Cheesman, Wales, W. R. Holmes, C. Ferriera and  F.  H. Down);  consolation, 

Mr Longhurst (Shipley), 122.  The Rev D. Harvey gave his prize to the lady with most two’s.  

Five came forward to cut, and Mrs T. W. Rathborn was the winner.  

Lieut. Col A. H. Boyd. O.B.E. at the close of the distribution proposed a vote of thanks to 

Lady Burrell for her presence that evening.  Personally he very greatly appreciated the fact 

that she was there, for it showed him that she was interested in the work which he had had 

very near his heart for a number of years, and that was the work which was done by the 

Church Lads’ Brigade, the only church organisation which attempted to deal with the all 

important question of the training, discipline and forming of good citizens.  It really was a 

very great encouragement that they received the support which Lady Burrell had given them 

that night. He was glad to say that her ladyship’s interest had taken a very practical form, for 

he thought he overheard her promise to give Capt. Wells an annual subscription to the funds 

of the Horsham Company (applause).  He asked the company to pass her a very cordial vote 

of thanks.  It was endorsed with loud and prolonged applause. 

In thanking Col. Boyd and all present for the vote of thanks, Lady Burrell said it was quite 

true that she took a very deep interest in the church Lads’ Brigade.  She did not know much 

about it, some while ago, but she had learnt since and really thought it was one of the most 

valuable organisations in the country.  Boys were taken over when they were ten years old 



and taught useful things;  and at fourteen, when they left school, just at the time when the 

mothers were getting anxious, they were given a uniform and trained to be useful citizens.  

They were taught esprit de corps, which to her mind meant patriotism, and spiritual things, 

that constituted the bulwark of the nation.  They knew that some 200,000 boys who first 

served in the C.L.B. went to France; and of that enormous number 20,000 paid the supreme 

sacrifice, and we should never forget it.  She understood that 300 who had served in the local 

company fought in the War, and the names of 58 were on the Roll of Honour.  C.L.B.  lads 

won over 800 decorations, and that included 21 Victoria Crosses (applause).  Was it not a 

splendid record?  (renewed applause).  The Crops in Horsham were very lucky, she thought, 

in having someone like Capt. Godfrey Wells and the O.C. (applause).  There were many 

others who helped it splendidly, and Capt. Wells and his helpers were keeping an excellent 

club running for the boys (applause).  She felt that it was up to everyone to back them up in 

the excellent training given in the C.L.B.  In closing her ladyship said she had enjoyed the 

evening tremendously, and hoped it would bring a large sum of money to the fund (applause). 

Capt. Godfrey Wells thanked all those who kindly gave them prizes. The donors were Lady 

Burrell, Mrs Latilla, Mrs Trelfer, the Rev. D. Harvey, Col. C. B. Todman, Mr A.S. Williams, 

Sir August Cayzer, Bart., Col Boyd, Mr Rice, Mr Bowen, Mr J.G. McGaw and Miss Thorpe.  

He wanted to thank Capt. And Adjutant Middleton for acting as M.C.  Messrs Jupp & Sons 

for the plants for the decoration of the platform; and Mr Lampard for kindly lending the 

piano.  At the close he said.  One man we have forgotten, the man who has done all the work, 

Mr Trelfer (loud applause). 

Dancing followed to the strains of Miss Annie Tate’s Orchestra, the hall being packed.  

Messrs H T Knott and J W White were the capable M.C.’s.  the “Lucky spot” prize winners 

were  Miss Richardson and Miss Allwood.  The programme lasted until one o’clock.  The 

members of the Orchestra, who gave a much appreciated programme of dance music wee:  

Piano, Mrs White; violins, Messrs Martin and C. Smith;  cello, Mr Smart;; cornet, Mr 

Cheesmer;  banjo Miss Annie Tate. 

 

 


