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5 October 1911 

 

CHORAL FESTIVAL AT HORSHAM 

 

DISCOURSE ON CHURCH MUSIC 

 

Under the auspices of the Horsham and District Choral Association, a choral festival was held at the 

Parish Church on Thursday.  In spite of the unsettled weather there was a large congregation, and 

from a musical point of view the event was most successful.  There were in all about two hundred 

voices, the choirs taking part being St Mary’s, St Mark’s, and Holy Trinity (Horsham), Partridge 

Green, Slinfold and Warnham.  The Parish Church Organist (Mr W S Suttin, FRCO) conducted, and 

Mr Guy Mitchell was  at the Organ.  After bright sunshine in the early part of the afternoon there was 

partial darkness (with heavy rain) necessitating a resort to artificial light during the service. 

 

Choristers and clergy robed at the Parish Room and went in procession, with banners, to the western 

door of the church.   The clergy included the Vicar (Rev John Bond, MA), the Rev. Walter Marshall, 

MA (the special preacher for the occasion), the Rev A J Howell (Vicar of Capel), Rev E Latham, MA 

(Curate –in-charge of St Mark’s), Rev F W Clarke (Slinfold) Rev Preeb R Bowcott (Vicar of 

Warnham and Rural Dean), Rev F Moor and Reg F W Nichols.  The processional hymn was No. 601 

“The God of Abraham praise”.  The Vicar of Capel intoned the first part of the service, and the later 

prayers were offered by Rev F W Nichols, Psalms 96, 103 and 150 were tunefully changed, and the 

Magnificat was sung to a setting by Calkin.  The Lessons were read by the Vicar and the Rev E 

Latham respectively.  The Choirs gave an appreciative and sympathetic rendering of Garrett’s well 

known thanksgiving anthem “The Lord is loving into every man” and hymn 26, “God that madest 

earth and heaven” led up to the sermon. 

 

The Rev Walter Marshall, MA, Vicar of St Patrick’s Hove, preached from the words “She hath done 

what she could” (St. Mark XI 8).   

 

Rev Marshall also observed - if one were asked how it is that there is such inadequate singing in the 

diocese, I should answer without any hesitation that the fault lies, not with the want of good material, 

... nor lack of the moderate amount of musical knowledge, which is requisite, but that so few choirs 

really realise their great and grave responsibilities, give sufficient time and energy to their task, or 

shew that zeal, enthusiasm and devotion to the work which they have undertaken. I am not one of 

those who think it necessary that the whole congregation should join in all the music.  The example 

set by the Choir is certain, he said, to tell on the congregation.  However, generally speaking, there is 

among our choirs to-day a deeper sense of their responsibilities and of the dignity of their office than 

there was at one time.” 

 


