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THE CHURCH OF SAINT NICOLAS, ITCHINGFIELD. 
 
 The probable date of the original Church is 1125, the only part of which now left standing is 
the North Wall, with its three large and one small Norman lancet windows. 
 The building was restored in 1865 during the Incumbency of the Rev. J.H. Milne.  The north 
wall and outside buttresses were then left untouched, the south wall was pulled down, and the aisle 
added under the direction of Sir Gilbert Scott.  The aisle is built of stone from S. Leonard’s Forest.  
The roof is Horsham stone. 
 On the south side of the Chancel are two windows similar to those in the north wall.  These 
were taken out of the old Church and built into the new work.  There is also an interesting two-light 
low side window of circa. 1330.  At the restoration of 1865 the original tracery was found built into 
the wall.  The Ease window is modern.  The coloured glass in the windows north and south is the gift 
of the Rev. J.H. Milne and his children. 
 The Altar is the old Altar Stone, discovered the restoration of the Church in 1865, and now 
set in a wooden frame. 
 Within the Altar Rails on the north side is a very perfect Aumbry, with Norman arch, date 
about 1140. 
 The Screen is a restoration of the original one, with much of the old wood.  Date late 15th 
century. 
 About the middle of the north wall of the Nave is a round headed window of small size, 2 
feet by 9 inches, the head and jambs each of one stone.  It stands 9 feet from the ground.  This is 
perhaps of pre-conquest date, about 1050. 
 At the Eastern end of the south wall of the new aisle there is an old perpendicular window, 
on the outside of which there are designs of roses in the stone label, date circa. 1530.  The other 
windows in the aisle are modern. 
 The old oak beams of the roof, formerly cased in, were uncovered at the last restoration.  
When the casing was removed a human skull was found at the top of one of the beams.  It is said 
that Sir Hector Maclean, who fought for the Pretender, took refuge at Itchingfield; but being caught, 
he was executed, and his head was placed on one of the principal beams of the Church 
 The Tower and Belfry are an addition probably of the 15th century.  They are supported on 
four solid oak beams 20 inches square; the sill beam measuring 2 feet by 18 inches.  The whole 
framework is held together by oak pegs.  The shingled spire is modern.   
 The Belfry contains five bells, three old ones dating back to the 17th century and two new 
ones added in 1866. 
 Leading from the West end of the Church into the Belfry is a Norman arch; the oak door is 
modern, but the old hinges and the ironwork are worth noticing, and date from the 12th century. 
 Above the door is a window of two lights, of the early 14th century.  The gallery, pulled down 
when the Church was restored, stood across this window. 
 The Lectern is the work of Mr. W.D. Collins, of Fulfords Farm, in the Parish.  It was presented 
to the Church as a memorial to Queen Victoria. 
 Built into the outside of the north wall of the Church are stones marked A.H. (Alexander 
Hay); I.F.J.; R.S.; S.H. (Sophia Hay).  The Rev. Alexander Hay was Rector from 1695 to 1724, and 
during his Incumbency the Chancel was partially re-constructed, the Norman windows being left 
intact. 
 The junction of the Nave and Chancel on the north side is marked by a tall buttress of 14th 
century date.  To this early Nave the Chancel, with its tall and widely-splayed windows, tow in either 
wall, was added about 1140, perhaps replacing an apsidal end. 
  



THE PRIEST’S HOUSE 
 
 This interesting building, standing on what was once the southern border of the Churchyard, 
is evidently of two periods.  Leaving out of count the brickwork restoration at the beginning of the 
19th century and certain alterations in 1912, the Eastern portion was probably built in the latter part 
of the 15th century; while the Western portion is an addition of the beginning of the 17th century. 
 The Church of Itchingfield came at an early date into the possession of Sele Priory, and one 
of the monks would serve the Church instead of a secular Priest being installed as Vicar.  He would 
ride over through the forest paths and find a lodging handy to the Church in this ancient Priest’s 
House and say Mass at an early hour.  Upon the dissolution of the Monasteries, including Sele, in 
1536, this building would fall into disuse.  But apparently at the end of the 16th century or beginning 
of the 17th, it was turned into an Almshouse, and to fit it for this purpose the Western Annexe was 
added with its ground floor chamber only 6 feet high and a small winding staircase, leading to the 
bedroom above.  Originally the Eastern portion consisted of two storeys.  Note the old timber 
charred black with the smoke of the wood fires. 
 The old walls were constructed of timber framework and filled in with oak lathing and solid 
clay daubing, extremely durable and weatherproof.  This has been removed almost entirely on the 
South side and East end, and brick substituted, the timber being largely cut away.  The East gable 
timbers remain, together with the upper part of the South wall (eastern end) and the West end and 
North side, the latter being practically in its original state.  Notice here and at the Belfry the notches 
in the oak timbers for shoring up the frame when building . 
 The roof is “healed” with the ancient Horsham slabs. 
 The Eastern room is now used as a Priest’s Vestry. 
 
 
 

RECTORS OF ITCHINGFIELD 
 
1270 Henrieus le Childe     1605 Laurence Wither } 
1379 Walter Piper      1606 Thomas Mitchell } 
Curates 
1398 Sir William Kyrkby (or Kirkeby)   1615 Richard Lewes 
1401 William Eneyehyn     1618 Thomas Searle, M.A. 
1406 John Compton      1625 John Scott 
1410 John Bode      1637 Samuel Ebarne 
1411 Nicholas Page      1672 Thomas Woodward 
1440 Nicholas Blewett     1695 Alexander Hay 
1455 Nigel Bosworth     1724 Thomas Lavender, M.A. 
1474 John Banesty      1776 Edward William Trederoft 
L.L.B. 
1478 John Greater (or Quilter)    1821 Edward Elms, M.A. 
1520 Thomas Byshop (or Bushopp)   1845 William Cartwright, M.A. 
1540 Henry Chamberlayne     1852 Thomas Scott, M.A. 
1546 John Johnson      1862 John Hayworth Milne, M.A. 
1556 John Lorkyn      1871 John Moses, M.A. (died 
1915) 
1565 William Mason      
1590 John Allen 
1599 William Pratt, M.A. 1871  


