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GENTLEMEN, CLERGY, and FREEHOLDERS of the Rape of Bramber, and the WORTHY ELECTORS of the 

Borough of New Shoreham 

Gentlemen, 

Since I last addressed you, circumstances have transpired which call upon me for a full explanation 

of my sentiments on the Catholic Question, an explanation which I intended to have given on the 

Hustings after the election.  – A since Protestant, - no man would be less disposed than myself to 

assist in extending the influence of the Catholic Religion, but I looked upon the demands of the 

Catholics as a Political question, depending on the feeling of the times, and their loyalty and good 

conduct.  When I first thought of offering myself as a Candidate for the honor or representing you, I 

was altogether ignorant of your decided opinion upon the Catholic Question.  When I entered upon 

my canvass, a pledge was required from me, and I felt myself at full liberty to give one to this extent, 

viz:  to the exclusion of Catholics from Parliament, leaving myself open as to minor points.  I always 

thought that neither Catholic Emancipation, nor any other vital question, ought to be carried, unless 

with the approbation of the country at large.  The part which the leading Catholics in Ireland  have 

since taken, and to which, when I have the honour to meet you collectively, I will more particularly 

refer, has for some time satisfied me that yours is the sounder and safer opinion;  and even if  I had 

been free from any pledge, I should have thought that the time had not arrived for emancipating the 

Catholics,  and should have voted against any further concession to them; but although daily pressed 

from all quarters to make such a declaration, I refused to go beyond my pledge, because I should not 

give any one an opening to believe that I  acted from interested motives.  But as I am driven to an 

explanation, however invidious, I feel myself at full liberty to declare what my sentiments have been 

for some time, and that it is not my intention, if chosen one of your Representatives, to vote for any 

further concession to the Catholics.  My opponents have in many quarters produced a copy, or 

stated the contents of a letter, which they say is an offer by a mutual friend of mine, and of theirs, 

on my part to vote for Catholic Emancipation, if they would give me their interest.  There never was 

a greater breach of good faith, or if the contents of the letter have been correctly reported to me, 

(for I have in vain endeavoured to obtain a copy of it,) a greater misrepresentation of my conduct.    

In the first place, what passed between me and the gentleman alluded to, was, he admits, perfectly 

confidential.  It was a single conversation, not followed up by any other communication, and took 

place before I had canvassed for a single vote.    He himself has told me that I did not authorise him 

to write a single line to any one, and that I was not aware that he intended to write.    All that I 

intended, was to pay a civil attention to the other side, without changing any opinion which I 

entertained, and I distinctly stated, that I should support the government, and not the Opposition.  I 

have never seen the alleged letter, or a copy of it, and am at this moment ignorant of its contents, 

beyond the reports which have reached you as well as me.  I could, if necessary, state much more on 

this subject.  I disclaim the letter, and feel relieved in being enabled, by the conduct of my 

opponents, to state to you what my real sentiments now are upon this important question. I am 

sorry to have had occasion so quickly after my last address to trouble you with this long explanation, 

but the opportunity of making it has removed a burden which pressed upon my mind. 

EDWARD B. SUGDEN 

Guildford Street, Russell Square, 



May 31, 1826 

CREASY AND BAKER, PRINTERS, GAZETTE-OFFICE, BRIGHTON 

 

 


